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NEWS AND UPDATES

 
This autumn in South Bank is shaping up to be one of the busiest periods for the area since the
beginning of the pandemic.
 
For the first time, the London Film Festival will be based predominantly here in South Bank; the
five bridges most recently completed as part of the Illuminated River artwork, spanning from
Blackfriars to Lambeth, will be formally switched on as part of the Totally Thames festival.
This will include a one-night-only light show on Thursday the 23rd September, where the
London Eye will also be specially lit up in honour of the initiative. The OXO Tower
Restaurant also turns 25 this month, and the Purcell Sessions return at the Southbank Centre -
there's lots to be excited about as we move into the autumn and winter months.  
 
With offices beginning to open on a more full-time basis, South Bank BID continues to prioritise
security and safety for our returning visitors and businesses throughout this autumn. This
is through both South Bank Patrol and Clean Team, and working with numerous stakeholders
such as our local authorities and the Met Police, to make sure the area receives the focus and
investment it deserves. The #LetsDoLondon campaign, which the BID is a leading partner in,
will also continue throughout autumn, focusing on late night events and promotions - for further
information on this and its successes, read on below.  
 

 

 

Let's Do London - 
Campaign Updates 
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The #LetsDoLondon domestic tourism campaign, of which South Bank BID is a leading partner,
continues to perform well and help attract visitors from across the UK to London - the latest
statistics for the campaign include: 

Audiences who recall the campaign are more than twice as likely to have visited London.
Almost two-thirds who can recall the campaign intend to visit London in the next three
months.
Confidence to visit London increased significantly among those living outside of
London. 
Campaign recall has increased amongst Londoners in line with the launch of the newest
phase of out-of-home (OOH) activity, with almost two in five able to recall it.

As a leading partner, South Bank BID works to ensure the South Bank as a whole receives a
high level of coverage in the campaign materials, including posters, video and digital. We are
continually in touch with businesses in the area about how they can contribute but if you'd like
any further information, please email BID@southbanklondon.com. 
 

South Bank Stakeholder Session on Recovery and Return 

This Summer, a range of South Bank businesses and local stakeholders, including members of
the BID board, came together at the newly reopened Spiritland Diner to discuss the various
opportunities and challenges facing the area, both short and long term. The session focused on
what the BID should address during the remaining three years of its second term. Businesses
highlighted the need for a continuing focus on safety and security, promoting the area and what it
offers to visitors and people that work here, and the recruitment issues posed by Brexit and the
impacts of COVID-19. 
 
The BID will continue to engage with local businesses to understand current and evolving plans
on reopening and returning to South Bank to work. We plan to share with all levy payers the
BID’s plans for the next three years, and we are planning on holding an important event later in
the autumn – more to follow!
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London Film Festival 2021 Comes  
       to South Bank 

This year, for the first time, the London Film
Festival will be taking place at two South
Bank Venues: alongside its traditional home
of BFI South Bank, a number of galas and
premieres will also take place at Royal
Festival Hall. 
 
The complete programme has now been
accounced: this year's festival will also
feature numerous experiential events across
South Bank for visitors, including an XR
exhibit in 26 Leake Street and exhibits along
the Queen's Walk. 
 
The festival will be running from October 6-
17 - for the full schedule, please see below. 

More info

South Bank BID Launches New
“Engine of Recovery” Report

South Bank BID and Lambeth
Council launched a major co-commissioned
new report, “Engine of Recovery”, which
demonstrates the economic and societal
importance of 5 of South Bank and Waterloo’s
foremost cultural institutions – the Southbank
Centre, the National Theatre, Ballet
Rambert the Old Vic, and the Young Vic.
 
The report was created by undertaking a
detailed economic study of each of the
cultural institutions, comparing data from pre
and during the pandemic, demonstrating how
vital culture is for any economic regeneration
strategy that is planned, especially in the
wake of the pandemic. The powerful data
shows that the economic impact of the five 
institutions is estimated at over 8000 jobs
and over half a million in pounds in GVA
across the UK.
 
As part of this work, South Bank BID CEO Nic
Durston accompanied Andy Martin, a
journalist from the Independent, on a tour of
the area to discuss just how much South
Bank has transformed over the past thirty
years. To read that article, please click here.
 

Download/Read Full Report

 

Illuminated Art Trail
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Inspired by South Bank's newest illuminated
artworks courtesy of the Illuminated River
Project, South Bank BID has created an
Illuminated Art Trail, hosted on the South
Bank London website.  
 
The trail allows you to take in not only the five
bridges, but also the area's longstanding
illuminated artworks, from the instantly
recognisable to those you may not have
spotted before. Starting from either Lambeth
Bridge or Blackfriars, follow the Illuminated
River Trail that you can download via the link
below. We will also shortly be issuing a trail of
non-illuminated sculptures. 

Read More

 

Autumn 2021 Culture Round-up

For the first time since March 2020, South
Bank is back to being the cultural heart of
London, with more shows, performances,
gigs and exhibitions arriving this September
and October. South Bank London have
round-up all the best hits, including new
exhibitions at the Hayward Gallery and
performances at the National Theatre. 
 
Check out the rest of South Bank London's
Guides for more inspiration on the best of
what's happening across South Bank. 

More info

Business Updates and News from Around South Bank

To help keep businesses in the loop on what's happening in the area, we've highlighted a few key
pieces of data or info that reflect all of the recent changes 

       OXO Tower Restaurant turns 25 this
month - to celebrate, they're running a
number of campaigns celebrating both
their customers and incredible staff,
raising money for mental health
support in hospitality. 
 
St John's Waterloo has begun its
restoration work, due to be completed
in Spring 2022.          
 
The Purcell Sessions kick off again at
the Southbank Centre, for the first
time in 18 months. This also means
that all the main concert halls in the
Southbank Centre are open again.

 

KOBOX, which offers high-intensity
boxing classes, recently opened in
South Bank Place in August.  
 
Waterloo Station has now seen
footfall steadily return to around 70%
of comparable times in 2019.        
       
After 2 rounds of community feedback
on the designs, the redevelopment of
the London Studios, the former
headquarters of ITV is currently in
planning submission at Lambeth
Council. 
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You are receiving this email as your organisation is a member or business partner of South Bank
BID (reg.no 09288782), a nonprofit company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales.   

 
Registered office: Elizabeth House, 39 York Road, 
London SE1 7NQ. 
Switchboard: 0207 202 6900.
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